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putting it into practice, without waiting to see what 
others will do. Theoretically, all the nations ought to 
begin together, at once. As Americans we ought to 
insist, so far as our influence extends, that our own great 
republic, at the roots of whose life lie the principles of 
justice and brotherhood, begin at once to live out the 
Golden Rule toward other nations in a much higher and 
wider sense than it has yet done, and that it abandon 
forthwith every ambition and every policy inconsistent 
with this supreme law of life. If the nation refuse to do 
this, we must do it ourselves as individuals at every point 
where our lives touch the larger life of the world. The 
men and women who are here to-night are powerful 
enough, few as they are, to work a very great transforma- 
tion in the thought and conduct of the nation in this 
respect within a comparatively brief time, if in thought, 
speech and conduct they were perpetually true, in the 
circles in which they move, to the Golden Rule ideals 
and laws of life. 

Many people shudder at the thought of trusting the 
life and destinies of the nation to the protection of the 
simple moral defences of a course of conduct strictly in 
harmony with the principles of the maxim which we are 
considering. They frighten themselves with the fancy 
that a nation that was always just and loving, 'that lived 
for other nations in the spirit of self-sacrifice, that there- 
fore discarded and refused to employ in its defence the 
weapons whose use always means death and desolation 
to others, would immediately be pounced upon by others 
and destroyed. As for myself, so profound is my faith 
in the conquering and preserving power of such life and 
conduct, that I would not hesitate an instant to stake the 
existence, the prosperity and the honor of the nation upon 
it. Indeed, I do not believe that any nation will ever 
be entirely secure in either its existence or its prosperity 
until it abandons reliance on all other defences, and trusts 
itself completely and in good faith to a life of justice and 
self-sacrificing love. It is selfish ambition and its hand- 
maid, brute force, which have been the cause of the 
downfall of every nation which has perished in the past. 
Might has proved itself unworthy of confidence a thousand 
times over, even in the defence of righteous causes. It 
is proving itself so again in these days when heaven and 
earth are ransacked to find means to make the strong 
arm stronger. In the simple name of reason and good 
sense, it is time to abandon the shield and sword and to 
trust to the loving heart and the helpful hand. 

If I believed, as I do not, that the adoption of the 
Golden Rule as the law of its life and conduct would 
leave the nation to be preyed upon and destroyed, I 
should still not hesitate to advise its adoption. If the 
nation died thus, it would bless the world infinitely more 
by its death than it could possibly do by a life, however 
long, filled with selfish ambition and disregard of others. 
I should not be in the least ashamed to be a citizen of a 
nation which gave its life in this lofty and disinterested 
way. On the contrary, I should be ashamed of any 
country of which I was a citizen which tried to save its 
life and exalt its honor by crushing the life and liberties 
of any people, or in any way doing them harm. Men have 
given their lives for holy causes and been honored for- 
evermore. Why should not a nation do so, if the path- 
way of duty led to the cross ? The author of the Golden 
Rule gave up his life in the effort to set up the kingdom 



of heaven among men and to save the world. Why 
should it be thought a thing dishonorable and unworthy 
for a nation to sacrifice itself to promote that kingdom 
and to assist in completing the redemption of the race ? 
Is it glorious for men to die in self-sacrifice for others, 
and ignoble for a nation ? No ! There is one supreme 
law of love and self-sacrifice for both, leading always to 
life and honor, though sometimes by way of suffering 
and death. 



Uncle Sam's New Army. 

BY REV. JAMES H. MACLAEEN. 

I have just read an article from the pen of one of our 
leading clergymen in which he advocates the sending of 
criminal, consumptive, insane and all manner of defec- 
tive classes, instead of our healthy and noblest young 
men, to war. Will you permit a humble son of the corn 
plains to add a few suggestions by way of re-enforce- 
ment of this grand idea? The line of argument pursued 
by the gentleman referred to, is as follows : 

Since war has come to stay, and since we have this 
gigantic man-eating cannibal on hand, and must keep 
him on exhibition, and because he must be fed on human 
flesh, as nothing else will please him, therefore the only 
practical question which concerns us, in this age of high 
economic attainment, is in regard to the kind of meat 
which Uncle Sam should employ the butchers to dress 
for his monstrous appetite. The fact has dawned, the 
discovery has been made, that all the while we have been 
feeding this ravenous beast on tenderloin and tid-bits, 
when we might have kept him gnawing bones and feast- 
ing on the carcasses of diseased human animals — those 
far gone in murrain, horn distemper, tuberculosis, and 
all mental and moral maladies as well. 

Let me make this point perfectly clear by citing 
another equally appalling mistake, which this clergyman 
seems to have overlooked. For a half century or more 
we have been sending as missionaries to the cannibals, 
our finest specimens of young manhood and womanhood. 
Many of these have been roasted and served up at 
savage banquets, many more have been sacrificed in other 
ways. Of course, cannibals have been converted. But 
now from a practical, common-sense, economic stand- 
point, behold our foolish mistake, — our short sighted- 
ness. Truly we have been standing in our own light, 
and we knew it not. Supposing, for instance, we had 
sent our defective, dependent, and injurious classes to 
those cannibal islands, then would we have accomplished 
a double purpose, viz. : converting the heathen, and, at 
the same time, getting rid of those injurious classes. 

It cannot be that, in a world established upon the 
principle of economy, the barbarous cannibal nature of 
these people is for no real practical, economic purpose 
that would be of immense benefit to society, if only we 
knew it. May not this be the real purpose for which the 
Creator intended them — to eat up the undesirable classes, 
just as war is said to be ? Why not eat men as well as 
other animals, especially when men are willing to be 
eaten? What's the difference, anyway? Animals have 
no say in the matter. We force them to be killed and 
eaten, probably against their will ; this is cruel. Like- 
wise, here is a mission and a glorious mission, for this 
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most useful and too often despised and misnamed ' War 
Monster.' Here is a world over-burdened with defec- 
tives. Here also are the blood-thirsty multitudes clamor- 
ing for gore. Here, too, are many causes for war-fierce 
disputes, unsettled and old grudges unforgotten. — plenty 
of old bones of contention to be pulled from their hiding 
places and re-gnawed. 

It is n't hard to find a cause for war. In a dispute 
over baggage at Liverpool, the writer heard an Ameri- 
can say to an Englishman, with great emphasis and 
adjectives, which it seems best to omit, that he was as 
good as ' him ' any day. Consummate audacity ! An 
American telling an Englishman on his own ground that 
he is as good as ' him ' ! Surely here is a cause for war. 
Baggage delayed three days between London and Liver- 
pool! Here is another cause for war between those 
two nations — pretended friends, but aching for a scrap. 
Here are armies and navies longing for action, and men 
for rank. Now, why don't the governments take up these 
appalling insults? Only one barrier stands in the way, 
viz. : the sacrifice of our finest and healthiest young men. 

But, now, supposing we could send forth the classes 
above named, why, then any cause for war might be 
welcomed by both contending nations. There are plenty 
of reasons why the United States and Canada should 
cross swords — boundary lines, fishery questions, the 
sheltering of slaves in '61 to '64, etc., etc. Of course it 
would not be fair for the whole United States to rise up 
against Canada, but suppose each nation could select, say 
fifty thousand of their diseased, sick, and criminal classes 
on either side, and let them slash away, what a blessing 
would this be for both of the contending nations. They 
would get rid of these burdensome classes, and at the 
same time settle the dispute. In such a case they could 
fight to a finish — until the last man was dead, and in 
such a wise and beneficial method of warfare as this, of 
course the side that lost the most wretched victims would 
be the winner. 

Grand discovery ! And this method would apply to 
States as well as nations. Illinois and Wisconsin, for 
example, could settle these cutting, humiliating, and 
never-to-be-forgotten disputes, which have arisen, and 
which will arise, over foot-ball contests and the like. 
In this way great battle grounds could be constructed, 
and gazing points securely fortified, from which the 
delighted spectators, who could afford to pay the large 
fee which could well be collected for such a thrilling, 
entertaining scene, could behold those miserable outcasts 
hew each other to pieces. If men will pay twenty and 
thirty dollars to witness a pugilistic contest, how much 
more would they give for such a scene as this? What 
roads and bridges, and libraries and colleges could be 
constructed and built in this way ! What churches, too ! 
and in behalf of foreign missions we would never need 
to beg again. I tell you the old-fashioned 'Trial by 
Battle ' isn't in it with this new Christian method ! 

But suppose we should use up all of the defectives 
and the demand for war not be lessened ? you ask. In 
reply to this possible drawback, I suggest that we keep 
our licensed saloons running day and night, and in this 
way we never need fear a lack of recruits, no, not if we 
should war without ceasing. 

Cheer up then, ye poor hopeless outcasts, ye halt and 
maimed and blind and diseased and insane and criminal. 



Your sun of hope is rising. Mine eyes have seen the 
beauty of the coming of its beams. Drop your staffs, 
ye cripples, and grasp the shining hilt. Lay down your 
fans, ye weaklings, and take up a sceptre instead. Ex- 
change at once, your striped suits and wheelbarrows, 
poor criminals, for gun and boots, brass buttons and 
cocked hat. Why languish on beds of sickness, and in 
pain or in prison cells, when war offers liberty, health 
and glory everlasting ? What if you are a poor sick con- 
sumptive? The long healthy march, the camp life, the 
thrilling bugle call, the actual conflict, will set your 
stagnant blood in circulation as a thousand galvanic 
batteries could never do, and in a short time you would 
be restored into perfect health. What if you are insane ? 
All men, it is said, are insane when in the fight. If there- 
fore you are insane to start with, why, so much is gained. 
What if you have been convicted and are serving a life 
sentence for killing a single man ? The government 
will make you free by constituting you its lawful muderer. 
What if you have only one leg or arm or eye ? Uncle 
Sam has plenty of legs of wood, and eyes of glass, and 
arms of steel. If you have only one leg to start with so 
much is gained, for then you have only one to lose. 
Do n't you see that this is a gain to yourself, the surgeon, 
and to the government ? Indeed it may be that the man 
who goes into this kind of warfare with one leg will come 
out with two, and the one who goes in sick will come out 
well, and he who goes in insane will come back a very 
Solomon for wisdom, in the eyes of the applauding multi- 
tude. What a grand prospect! 

Of course, the teaching of the New Testament is against 
this grand enterprise. But what of that? Lots of 
things opposed to Christ's teachings prosper just the 
same. In this practical, common-sense age it will not 
do to let these considerations stand in the way. I can 
even now imagine that I hear cranks quoting scripture, 
and hurling texts in our faces ; as for instance, " The 
well need not a physician, but they that are sick " ; " Ye 
then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak ", etc. But what are the sick and weak good for ? 
Nothing. They are a burden to themselves and others. 
Nay, nay, Plato's teaching, and not Christ's, is the thing 
for this age. "Backward, turn backward, O time in 
your flight." Blessed be war ! Moblize your hosts. Three 
cheers for the comsumptive, the criminal, the insane and 
the wooden-leg brigades. Fix swords! Attention! For- 
ward! March! 

Princeton, III. 
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